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1. Welcome & Why Consider Online Education
Choosing an online or distance degree is an important decision. For students, it can provide a foundation
for future study and career development. For working professionals, it can provide an opportunity to
upgrade qualifications while continuing to work.

There are many programmes, universities and delivery models. Comparing only the course name or
advertised fee is not enough. Before enrolling, understand the fit with your educational background and
career objective, eligibility requirements, recognition or entitlement, total cost, learning and examination
pattern, student support, admission process and important terms.

How to use this guide
Use this guide as a practical checklist. It is designed to help students and parents ask better questions,
identify important verification points and make their own informed admission decision. Programme
availability, eligibility, fees, admission dates, approvals and other conditions can change. Always verify
current information before enrolment.

Why consider online education in 2026?
• Continue education while working.
• Study with greater flexibility.
• Access programmes beyond your immediate location.
• Compare programme structures and total costs.
• Continue learning without taking a complete career break.
• Choose a programme that matches your own educational and career objective.

KEY MESSAGE

Online education can offer flexibility and wider access to higher education—but choosing the right
programme requires careful research and verification.

Online education is one of several ways to pursue higher education. Suitability depends on your
qualification, career objective, learning preferences, time available and the requirements of the programme
you choose.
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2. Understanding Online UG & PG Programmes
Undergraduate (UG) programmes are generally pursued after higher secondary education or an eligible
equivalent qualification. Postgraduate (PG) programmes are generally pursued after a bachelor’s degree.
Exact eligibility varies by programme and university.

Current qualification Possible direction

Completed higher secondary / eligible equivalentOnline UG — subject to programme eligibility

Completed bachelor’s degree Online PG — subject to programme eligibility

Working professional with bachelor’s degree Online PG may be relevant — verify eligibility and programme requirements

Not sure Seek counselling and verify the specific university programme

DECISION CHAIN

Current qualification → Career objective → Programme suitability → Eligibility →
Recognition/entitlement → Total cost → Learning & examination pattern.

3. Online vs Distance / ODL
Feature Online Education Distance / ODL

Learning mode Primarily delivered through online digital platforms. Distance learning with self-learning materials and university-prescribed learner support arrangements.

Physical attendance Generally not required for regular classroom attendance.Generally not required for regular classroom attendance.

Learning access Digital learning platform, e-content, online resources and activities.Self-learning materials and other university-prescribed resources.

Suitable for Learners seeking digitally delivered study and flexibility.Learners who prefer a distance-learning structure.

Important: Online and Distance/ODL are different modes of delivery. Exact learning, assignment,
examination and support arrangements vary by university and programme. Verify the specific university,
programme, mode and admission session through official sources.
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4. Choosing the Right Programme for Your Goal
Area of interest UG examples PG examples Typical direction

Business / Management BBA MBA Business, management, administration, marketing, entrepreneurship

Computers / IT BCA MCA Computer applications and IT-related areas

Commerce / Finance B.Com M.Com Commerce, accounting and finance

Arts / Humanities BA MA Subjects vary by university and programme

Five-step programme check
• What is my current qualification?
• What is my career or education objective?
• Which programme fits that objective?
• Do I meet the exact eligibility requirements?
• Is the specific programme available in the chosen mode and current admission session?

A SIMPLE RULE

Choose the programme based on your own circumstances—not simply because someone
recommends it or because it is advertised as popular.

5. How to Choose the Right University &
Programme
• Check the university's current recognition/entitlement status and whether it is offering the chosen mode.
• Check the specific programme—not only the university name.
• Verify University → Programme → Mode → Admission Session.
• Check eligibility and any programme-specific conditions.
• Understand the complete cost, payment schedule and refund/cancellation terms.
• Understand learning, assignments, examinations and student support.
• Use the university's official admission/payment channels and keep receipts.
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6. Recognition, Course Validity & Verification
UGC-DEB publishes year-wise information on Higher Educational Institutions and programmes for Online
and Open & Distance Learning. Student guidance says learners should confirm the recognition status for
the session they are taking admission in and check the HEI website and other applicable requirements.

COURSE VALIDITY — WHAT SHOULD STUDENTS CHECK?

Do not judge validity only by the university name or course title. Before admission, verify the exact
University/HEI + Programme + Mode + Admission Session through the appropriate official source. Do
not assume that recognition or entitlement in an earlier session automatically applies to the current
session.

University + Programme + Mode + Admission Session = Verify all four
• Check the exact HEI/university on the UGC-DEB portal.
• Check the exact programme, not just the university.
• Check whether the programme is Online or ODL.
• Check the current admission session.
• Check eligibility and any additional regulatory requirements.
• Check the official university website and admission information.
• Be cautious of claims involving private service providers or 'franchise' arrangements; UGC-DEB guidance

states that HEIs cannot offer ODL/Online programmes through franchising arrangements with private
service providers.

Official verification links
UGC-DEB Programme List https://deb.ugc.ac.in/Home/HEI_Prog_List

UGC-DEB Current Instructions https://deb.ugc.ac.in/Instruction

DEB-ID: UGC-DEB currently states that a DEB-ID is mandatory for learners who wish to take admission in an
ODL/Online programme. Learners create the DEB-ID using their ABC-ID through the DEB portal.

Do not assume: Recognition for a previous session does not automatically mean recognition for the next
session. Always verify the current session and exact programme.
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7. University Reference Examples
The following names are presented as reference examples for research and comparison, not as a ranking or
endorsement. The final published version should retain programme-level/session-level verification before
release.

University Mode UG examples PG examples Verification note

Amity University Online BCA; BBA; BA examples MBA; MA examples Verify exact current programme/session.

Lovely Professional University (LPU)Online / ODL BBA; BCA; B.Com examples MBA; MCA; M.Com examples Check current university/DEB information programme-by-programme.

JAIN (Deemed-to-be University) Online BBA; BCA; B.Com examples MBA; MCA; M.Com; MA examplesVerify exact current programme/session.

Sikkim Manipal University Online BBA; B.Com; BA examples MBA; MCA; M.Com; MA examplesVerify exact current programme/session.

Chandigarh University Online / ODL BBA; BCA examples MBA; MCA examples Verify exact current programme/session.

Alagappa University Online / ODL Selected UG programmes MBA; MCA; M.Com/MA examplesVerify exact programme/session and current DEB status.

University of Madras Online / ODL Selected UG programmes Selected PG programmes Verify exact programme/session.

Bharathidasan University ODL / Online Selected UG programmes Selected PG programmes Verify exact programme/session.

Tamil Nadu Open University ODL Selected UG programmes Selected PG programmes Verify exact programme/session.

Aligarh Muslim University Online / ODL Selected UG programmes Selected PG programmes Verify exact programme/session.

STILL MORE OPTIONS

The above universities are only reference examples and are not an exhaustive list. Many other
universities may offer Online and/or Distance/ODL programmes. Programme availability, eligibility,
mode and regulatory status can change by admission session. Always verify the exact University +
Programme + Mode + Admission Session through the official UGC-DEB portal and the university's
official website.
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8. Eligibility — Check Before You Apply
• UG: Class 12/Higher Secondary or an eligible equivalent may qualify for many UG programmes, but exact

requirements vary.
• PG: A bachelor's degree may qualify for many PG programmes, but additional requirements can apply.
• Working professionals: suitability depends on qualification, career objective, programme structure and

requirements.
• Check subject requirements, marks, entrance requirements (if any), programme-specific conditions and

documents.
Common documents may include: ID proof, photograph, 10th/12th certificates, degree/provisional
certificate, mark sheets and other documents required by the university or programme.

9. Fees & Total Cost
Cost item What to check

Tuition fee Total programme tuition and whether it is semester/year based.

Registration / application Whether any non-refundable application or registration charge applies.

Examination fee Whether examination charges are included or payable separately.

Other mandatory charges Study materials, technology, services or other compulsory charges.

Payment schedule Installments, due dates and late-payment conditions.

Refund / cancellation Applicable policy and conditions before making payment.

Re-examination Charges and rules if an examination is repeated.

Scholarships / concessions Eligibility, validity period and terms.

Education loans / EMI Eligibility, interest rates, processing charges, repayment period and other conditions.

FEES: COMPARE THE COMPLETE COST, NOT JUST THE
ADVERTISED FEE

A counselling platform or advertisement may be useful for comparison, but students should verify the
current fee structure, payment instructions and refund terms with the official university before
paying. Do not mix a university's academic fee with any separate counselling/service charge.
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10. Learning, Assignments & Examinations
Online programmes may use digital learning platforms with video/audio content, e-books or digital
materials, web resources, quizzes, assignments, discussion forums and academic support. ODL
programmes use self-learning materials and learner-support arrangements. Exact structures vary by
university and programme.

• Are classes live, recorded, or a combination?
• How are study materials provided?
• Are assignments compulsory?
• How are examinations conducted and what identity verification is required?
• Where and when are examinations held, if applicable?
• What are the rules for passing and re-examination?
• Are practical or laboratory requirements involved?
• What academic and administrative support is available?

IMPORTANT ONLINE-MODE POINT

UGC-DEB guidance states that Online programmes requiring practical/laboratory courses as a
curricular requirement are not permitted in online mode. Verify that the chosen programme is
permitted in the chosen mode.

11. Questions to Ask Before Admission
■ Full university / HEI name? ■ Exact programme name?

■ Online or Distance/ODL? ■ Current admission session?

■ Where can the programme be verified on UGC-DEB? ■ Do I meet the exact eligibility requirements?

■ Are there marks, subject or entrance requirements? ■ What is the complete fee, including examination and
other mandatory charges?

■ What is the refund/cancellation policy? ■ How are classes, materials, assignments and
examinations handled?

■ Who processes the admission? ■ Will I receive an official university admission
confirmation and fee receipt?

■ Is the payment being made through an official
university channel?

Page 8Page 8



SRINIVAS CONSULTANCY FREE GUIDE • 2026

Guiding Today, Securing Tomorrow. Page 10

12. Placement & Career Support — What
Students Should Check
Placement support is primarily a matter for the university and the specific programme. Students should
check the university's current official information rather than assuming that every programme carries the
same career support.

• Whether the university provides placement assistance or career services.
• What type of support is provided.
• Whether the support applies to the specific programme.
• Any eligibility or other conditions.
• Current published placement or career-support information.

IMPORTANT

Placement assistance or career support should not be understood as a guaranteed job or guaranteed
placement.

13. Working Professionals & Business
Programmes
Working professionals may consider an Online UG or PG programme based on their existing qualification,
career objective and programme eligibility.

For those looking to strengthen knowledge in business and management, programmes such as BBA or MBA
may be relevant, subject to the university's specific eligibility and programme requirements.

Before enrolling: verify the exact University + Programme + Mode + Admission Session and consider
whether the programme fits your work and career objective.
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14. Before You Pay
• Do not rush because someone says “admission closes today” or “pay immediately.”
• Be cautious of claims such as “no eligibility,” “guaranteed job,” “guaranteed placement,” or “guaranteed

loan.”
• Check the official university information and applicable UGC-DEB details.
• Verify the programme, mode, eligibility, fees and admission conditions.
• Understand the terms before making your payment.

FINAL PRINCIPLE

VERIFY FIRST → UNDERSTAND SECOND → ENROL THIRD

15. Final Admission Checklist
• University official website checked
• Exact programme checked
• Online or ODL mode confirmed
• Current admission session checked
• Eligibility confirmed
• UGC-DEB recognition / entitlement checked
• DEB-ID requirement understood
• Complete cost understood
• Learning and examination arrangements understood
• Official payment channel confirmed
• Important terms and refund conditions understood

For Parents
Before approving an admission payment, ask your student to show the exact university, programme, mode,
current session, eligibility, total cost and official verification source. Taking a little extra time at this stage
can prevent avoidable confusion later.
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16. Still Not Sure Which Programme to Choose?
Srinivas Consultancy provides FREE Online UG & PG Admission Counselling for students, graduates, parents
and working professionals.

We can help you understand programme options, basic eligibility, Online vs Distance/ODL,
university/programme comparison, admission process and important points to verify.

Our approach

UNDERSTAND → EXPLORE → VERIFY → DECIDE

Understand your requirement → Explore suitable options → Verify the important details → Make your
own informed decision.

No pressure. No forced choice. The purpose of counselling is to help you understand your options and the
important points to verify. The final admission decision remains yours.

SRINIVAS CONSULTANCY
Guiding Today, Securing Tomorrow.

WhatsApp / Call: 99402 44437 • Website: srinivasconsultancy.in

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER

This guide is intended for general educational guidance. Programme availability, eligibility, fees,
admission dates, regulatory status and other conditions may change. Students and parents should
verify current information with the official university and applicable UGC-DEB sources before
enrolment.
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17. Official Verification Sources
The final publication will use official regulatory and university sources for current verification. The UGC-DEB
portal should be treated as the primary regulatory reference for Online/ODL recognition and programme
status.

UGC-DEB Main Portal https://deb.ugc.ac.in/

UGC-DEB Programme List https://deb.ugc.ac.in/Home/HEI_Prog_List

UGC-DEB Current Instructions https://deb.ugc.ac.in/Instruction

UGC-DEB Student / DEB-ID https://deb.ugc.ac.in/studentDEBID

UGC-DEB Student FAQ https://deb.ugc.ac.in/StudentDEBId/FAQ

CURRENT UGC-DEB REFERENCE

The UGC-DEB instructions page currently provides information for the 2026–27 academic year,
including eligibility/entitlement requirements and current Online/ODL instructions. Regulatory
information can change, so students should use the official portal for the latest status before
admission.

Draft status
This is a presentation-ready draft for review. Before public release, the university reference table should
undergo one final programme-level/session-level verification, and any remaining academic or factual
review points should be incorporated.

The public guide does not name or promote any private counselling aggregator or intermediary. Its purpose
is to help students and parents understand the verification process and make their own informed decision.

Prepared by Srinivas Consultancy
Free Online UG & PG Admission Counselling • WhatsApp / Call 99402 44437
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USE THIS GUIDE AS A PRACTICAL CHECKLIST

Programme availability, eligibility, fees, admission dates and regulatory information can change.
Always verify the current University + Programme + Mode + Admission Session before enrolment.
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